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10.. RRST CONTROL CIRCUIT 
29.. TIMER UNIT 
26a.. ON/OFF JUDGMENT UNIT 
26.. SECOND CONTROL CIRCUIT 
5.. POLARITY INVERSION CIRCUIT 

(57) Abstract: Even when a DC output voltage of a step-down chopper circuit (3) is lowered than the voltage when a lamp is turned 
OFF or when no load is applied, by discharge generated between conductors (105a) of a cable (104), an ON/OFF judgment unit (26a) 
does not determine erroneously that the discharge is a discharge in a discharge lamp (4). Accordingly, by intermittently applying a 
high-pressure pulse voltage while continuing the operation of a timer unit (29), no continuous discharge is generated between the 
conductors (105a) and it is possible to prevent abnormal heating of the cable (104). Moreover, when discharge is generated in a bulb 
of the discharge lamp (4), the ON/OFF judgment unit (26a) does not determine erroneously that it is an ON state. Thus, it is possible 
to suppress abnormal heating of respective components including a socket (102). 
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